Over the years many have written biographies of Einstein. They all based their biographies on primary sources, archival material: memories and letters of people who were in contact with Einstein, Einstein's own recollections; interviews that Einstein had given over the years, and letters of Einstein to his friends -youth friends like Marcel Grossman and Michele Besso and later friends and colleagues like Heinrich Zangger; and especially his love letters with Mileva Marić. One can demarcate between two types of biographies, namely, Documentary biographies, and, Non-documentary biographies. Nondocumentary biographies were written by people who based themselves on documentary biographies and on other non-documentary biographies. Documentary biographies were written by people who knew Einstein personally, and received information from him and from other people who were in personal contact with him. This type can be further divided into two subgroups: books that were written while Einstein was still alive, and books that were written after his death. Among the first group there were some biographies that Einstein considered to be more reliable, others he thought were less reliable, and still other biographies which he considered to be almost pure imagination. I will demonstrate that relying on primary sources and "documentary" does not necessarily mean "reliable".
Isaacson's Einstein
The first example of a non-documentary biography is Walter Isaacson's latest biography Einstein, His Life and Universe. Isaacson has done a wonderful job of collecting as many archival documents as possible. He also spoke with major Einstein scholars, but wrote for instance, as to Einstein's spouse's Mileva Marić's role in Einstein's work, "Einstein happily praised his wife's help."I needed my wife", he told her friends in Serbia. "She solves all the mathematical problems for me".
3 And the source was Dennis Overbye's historical romance, Einstein in Love, in which Overbye wrote, "Not long ago we finished a very significant work that will make my husband world famous", Mileva told her father in a conversation widely repeated through the years.
[…] Now she had brought back a handsome, adoring husband. Albert knew how to play the crowd. "I need my wife", he is reported to have said, "She solves all
How did Flückiger find these reproductions? He participated in the relativity congress in Bern that took place on July 11, 1955, celebrating 50 years of the special theory of relativity. He writes about it in his book and gives a list of participants. 9 Flückiger included a photo of himself in the conference.
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Flückiger probably spoke with some of these participants during the congress, and perhaps they told him some stories, which he could have integrated into his book.
Towards the end of Flückiger's book, he reproduced the reminiscences of people who knew Einstein personally. Of special interest is a radio broadcast by Joseph Sauter, a Swiss of French nationality, who worked with Einstein at the Patent office. Flückiger took the recording and made a transcription: "Comment j'ai appris à connaître Einstein". 11 Flückiger included a photo of the elderly Sauter (age 84) at the 1955 relativity congress, the same year that Sauter gave the radio broadcast.
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In his biography Fölsing misinterpreted Sauter's memoirs, and thus had added details which Sauter had never said.
Another good example of how non-documentary biographies cite other nondocumentary biographies is the following. Fölsing cited Constance Reid, a popular American biographer who wrote that Herman Minkowski, (one of Einstein's mathematics professors at the Zürich Polytechnic who later re-casted special relativity in a spacetime formalism) later often told his students in Göttingen, "Einstein's presentation of his deep theory [of relativity] is mathematically awkward -I can say that because he got his mathematical education in Zürich from me". 13 Reid did not give reference to this quotation and did not say from whom she heard this. It was probably just another of the "Einstein anecdotes" widespread in Göttingen. Reid wrote her book in English, and she visited in Göttingen; suppose that she heard this anecdote in Göttingen, then she had somehow to translate the quotation from German to English. Brose wrote in the introduction,
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" […] there is even now a considerable amount of literature about him [Einstein] . At the end of this generation we shall possess a voluminous library composed entirely of books about Einstein. The present book will differ from most of these, in that Einstein here occurs not only objectively but also subjectively. We shall, of course, speak of him here too, but we shall also hear him speak himself, and there can be no doubt that all who are devoted to the world thought can but gain by listening to him.
The title agrees with the circumstance to which this book owes its birth. And in undertaking to address itself to the circle of readers as to an audience, it promises much eloquence that came from Einstein's own lips, during hours of social intercourse, far removed from academic purposes and not based on any definite scheme intended for instruction. It will, therefore, be neither a course of lectures nor anything similar aiming at a systematic order and development. Nor is it a mere phonographic record, for this is made impossible if for no other reason than that whoever has the good fortune to converse with this man, finds every minute far too precious to waste it in snatching moments to take shorthand notes. What he has heard and discussed crystallizes itself in subsequent notes, and to some extent he relies on his memory, which would have to be extraordinarily lax if it managed to forget the essentials of such conversations". sat in a humble office, while he was so gifted; she felt that scientists around did not fully appreciate her brother at that time. In addition, she left some things she might have known such as the child out of wedlock -Lieserl.
Maja's Biography of her Brother

Reiser's Einstein
The journalist Rodulf Kayser, the husband of Einstein's stepdaughter Ilse (writing under the pseudonym Anton Reiser), wrote a biography with Einstein's approval and his so-called cooperation. 30 However, Einstein did not consider Reiser's biography as completely reliable. Einstein gave the book his qualified endorsement: "The author of this book is one who knows me rather intimately in my endeavor, thoughts, beliefsin bedroom slippers". However, Einstein also wrote in the preface to Reiser's book: "I found the facts of this book duly accurate, and its characterization, throughout, as good as might be expected of one who is perforce himself, and who can no more be another than I can".
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Einstein refused to let Reiser publish his biography in German, and for this reason the biography was translated into English by the American poet Louis Zukofsky, and first published in America in 1930, and then in London in 1931.
Einstein wrote on May 2, 1932 on Reiser's book that he did not accuse the book as "Geschmacklosigkeit", bad taste, but,
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"Generally I find it tasteless, when biographies of or autobiographies by still living persons are published. This is except for those cases where it is a matter of the representation of events or relations, in which the personal is put in the background" A preprint in German of Reiser's book is in the Einstein Archives. The pre-print was supposed to be published in 1997 as a book by "Albert & Charles Boni" in NewYork. 35 The German version has some differences from the English one; in particular there are many black and white photos.
Frank's Einstein
These biographies and contributions to Einstein's biography are the earliest biographical descriptions of Einstein. They are important because they describe Einstein and his work in close proximity to the events -within 15 to 20 years after Einstein's path breaking papers. A common characteristic of these biographies is that they were all written while Einstein was still in Berlin. "What I believe, however, that I can promise the reader, is this: he will find sage, interesting and plausible explanations in this book, which will be at least in part new and surprising to him."
Einstein said that, "It is a biography of a person [Einstein] , whose life portrays a chain of actions", and whose "company is not so bad". The reader will read about his "personal relationships with other human beings" and also with organizations.
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Einstein explained further a most important element for him in Frank's biography, 48 Einstein tells Seelig that he welcomes the "Clarté" movement, and he will do his best to advertize it in Germany; but unfortunately he is so busy at work that he cannot even think of writing the book Seelig wishes, as much as he would like to.
Einstein responded to the sample book sent to him by Seelig. He told Seelig that Barbusse photography with handwritten dedication instilled in him great sympathy for this great man. Einstein told Seelig that the books kindly promised to him would please him exceedingly, and even more so he would be happy to know him more when the latter comes to Zurich.
Seelig continued to pursue Einstein and pleaded with him to publish a book in addition at least in two letters in 1923. 49 Einstein sent him a polite reply in a few lines, one of which says, "I thank you for the kind offer". "Carl Seelig is a good man. But he takes the task that he has undertaken far too seriously, alas, with the result that he bothers everyone. Tell him whatever you think best and pass over whatever you wish in silence. For it is not always good to be presented to the public nude -or rather neuter. Make your decisions but do not communicate them to me, for I do not wish to be mixed up, even indirectly, in this affair. I did of course answer a few positive requests". On the other hand, Reiser in 1930 had told several of the same stories that appeared later in Seelig's and Frank's biography. They all also drew on some stories from Einstein's sister's biographical sketch. Frank wrote in the introduction to his book, "in so far as pure facts are concerned, I have made partial use of earlier biographies of Einstein. The portrayal of Einstein's personality and of his position in our time, however, derives from my study of the writings of Einstein's friends and enemies, and in large measure from personal conversations with Einstein himself".
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Einstein preferred a scientific impersonal biography upon a personal biography, because he considered himself a gipsy scientist, and he had bad memory for personal things. Einstein thought that although the personal aspect should be considered, it must not be made the main thing when telling the story of a scientist. There are few primary sources about Albert Einstein, and we have only fragments of information. Sometimes sources contradict one another, and future sources might be discovered. It is important to stick to primary sources first, before referring to secondary sources reporting about primary sources. However, special care must be taken when considering primary sources and Einstein's opinion of the different biographies that were written before he died in 1955 should be taken into account. It is important to take into consideration Einstein's own remarks and attitude towards the different biographers and others who wrote about his life. We have already seen that Einstein 
